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December 18, 2024 

 

The Hon. Jessica Vega Pederson 

Multnomah County Board of Commissioners 

501 SE Hawthorne Blvd 

Portland, OR 97214 

 

RE:  LA-17 Schmeer Rd. Motel 6 - JOHS Room Block Agreement 

 

Dear Chair Vega Pederson and Commissioners:  

 

NAIOP, the Commercial Real Estate Development Association, is one of the leading 

organizations for developers, investors, owners & operators, brokers, and related 

professionals in office, industrial and mixed-use real estate throughout the United 

States, Canada, and Mexico. The Oregon Chapter’s members represent a broad and 

diverse range of companies involved with commercial real estate activities in the 

Portland metropolitan area, including developers, owners, brokers, and managers, 

along with other professionals providing legal, finance, title, engineering, 

architectural, construction, and other services. 

 

First of all, we commend you for all your efforts to provide shelter and support 

services to the most vulnerable residents of the county. We are very much aware of 

the challenges that come with your strategies to expand room and shelter capacity for 

experiencing homelessness in our community and that no decision will be ideal for all 

nor is unanimous stakeholder support likely. 

 

At the same time, we also respectfully write to emphasize the importance of engaging all 

stakeholders in key decision-making processes that may impact the value or cost of 

owning or operating commercial properties in our county. Such decisions carry 

significant implications for the financial well-being and stability of our business 

community, and it is critical that these matters are addressed with transparency and 

inclusivity. 

 

As stewards of the public trust, you have the vital responsibility of ensuring that the 

voices of all stakeholders are heard, including when decisions could affect property 

values, taxes, zoning, or other financial considerations tied to commercial property 

ownership and operations. Meaningful engagement with business owners and 

commercial property stakeholders not only fosters trust but also leads to more informed 

and equitable outcomes that reflect the diverse needs and perspectives of our local 

economy. 
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We were very disappointed to learn that no outreach or notice was given to property owners and 

managers adjacent to the Motel 6 on Schmeer Road prior to your hearing last Thursday to approve a ten-

year lease agreement. By involving commercial property owners in these critical discussions the county 

can better ensure that decisions are made with a full understanding of their potential impacts and with 

the support of the community. This collaborative approach will contribute to a more vibrant and reliant 

Multnomah County, where the interests of business owners, tenants, and property stakeholders are 

valued and protected. 

 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. We deeply appreciate the hard work and dedication 

you bring to serving the diverse needs of our community. Your commitment to fostering a vibrant and 

equitable Multnomah County is truly commendable and we trust that you will consider these suggestions 

with the same thoughtful leadership you consistently demonstrate. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Travis Drilling 

2025 NAIOP Chapter President 

 

 

 

 

  


